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Conference Registration is Open 

Kairos Has Been Thriving Since its Beginning 
In 1968, Tom Johnson went to a Cursillo, while living in Miami, Florida and it 

completely changed his life. God put it on his heart to do something for those in 

prison, so he set out to do Cursillo in Prison and was able to get into a facility in 

Florida in 1976. It was one of the toughest prisons; known as The Rock, Union 

Correctional in Raiford, Florida.   

But that’s over 360 miles from Miami! Tom pulled together a team, did the training, 

traveled to Raiford with a bus and a U-Haul and it all began. Our Founder, Tom 

Johnson was also the first Weekend Leader. 

It worked; the Weekend was a resounding success. Tom and the team had the 

dream to be in just one prison, but God had grander ideas. Other prisons started 

asking for the program. 

A few years later, the National Cursillo Secretariat sent a letter showing their support of the program as well 

as the importance of prison ministry. However, the letter also stated the need for this prison ministry 

movement to establish its own identity independent of Cursillo. Therefore, Tom formed a group called “The 
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Nine Old Men,” and they became the founding group who created Kairos Prison Ministry in 1979. They wrote the 

manual, came up with the concepts that worked in prison, and created the program we call Kairos Inside. 

Over the years, Kairos Inside continued to grow into new prisons, states, and countries. As the need to serve 

everyone impacted by incarceration, Kairos grew to add Kairos Outside and Kairos Torch. This growth was due to 

people seeking new opportunities; not only for the ministry to simply survive but seeing opportunities to Thrive. 

On June 10, 2013, we lost Tom, and there is no doubt the Lord greeted him saying “Well done 

good and faithful servant, you have transformed many lives.” We have all experienced the legacy 

Tom left. Every time someone accepts Christ on a Weekend, every time a volunteer has a 

spiritual moment, every time there is praise and worship during Continuing Ministry, we feel 

what Tom left behind for us to take care of. Tom’s drive to serve those in prison has led to a 

ministry that has thrived for 46 years and impacted millions. 

Just recently in 2021, Laverne (Tom’s widow) was visiting with extended family in Florida. Unbeknownst to 

Laverne, her aunt’s granddaughter had been in prison and gone through this wonderful program called Kairos 

that changed her life. Laverne’s family was thrilled to hear the impact that Tom’s efforts decades before were 

being bestowed on her now. 

How many other families around the world have seen the impact of Kairos? How many of our own families have 

been impacted due to serving in Kairos? 

Let’s all take the opportunity to be thankful for our founder and “The Nine Old Men” who dared to dream. They 

left us a wonderful ministry called Kairos Prison Ministry that we can steward, serve, and dare to dream. We can 

do more than survive we can THRIVE! 

Blessings, Evelyn Lemly, CEO 
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Join the Kairos Daily & Monthly Prayer Times 
We are asking every volunteer to pray for Kairos daily at noon (your time). Plus, we will begin each month 

with an organizational prayer via conference call. 

The prayer conference call will be held on the 1st day of each month at 12:00 pm (noon) Eastern Time for 15 

minutes. A designated Kairos leader will lead us in prayer each month. This call is open for everyone in Kairos! 

Dial: 301-715-8592 • Enter meeting ID: 3202518737# • Enter passcode: 215540# 
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Use the 
“Until We 

Come Back” 
Video Series 

Kairos created the video 

series ‘Until We Come 

Back’ and over 25 

episodes have been 

released! 

This series of videos is 

made for facilities housing 

men, women, and youth, 

to engage them by 

offering words of 

encouragement, hope, 

and blessings. These short 

videos include messages 

from Kairos to let the 

inmates know they are not 

forgotten and they are still 

being loved and prayed 

for. Facilities that aren’t 

allowed to admit 

volunteers are requesting 

some way for Kairos to be 

inside, and this is one of 

those ways! 

Videos are posted at 

www.mykairos.org/until-

we-come-back.html 

where they can be 

downloaded directly, to 

be given to facilities for 

play on their closed circuit 

systems. 

2022 Kairos Annual Conference 
Registration Ends June 15 

July 26-30, 2022 

Hyatt Regency DFW International Airport 

Dallas, TX 

The Annual Conference Workshop Descriptions are now 

available on MyKairos.org. 

Registration is open through June 15 via the 2022 Annual 

Conference Registration Form. 

The Annual Conference Preliminary Schedule is available 

on MyKairos.org. 

Please contact Andy Perry with any questions regarding conference 

registration. Many of your questions will be answered in our Frequently 

Asked Questions document on MyKairos.org. 

Follow Kairos on Twitter 
See the current news and happenings with Kairos by following Kairos 

Prison Ministry International on Twitter.  

Kairos currently has over 2,500 followers and is ready to interact with 

you, so tag us @KairosPrisonMin in any relevant post so we can see it 

and possibly share it. 

http://www.mykairos.org/until-we-come-back.html
http://www.mykairos.org/until-we-come-back.html
http://www.mykairos.org/until-we-come-back.html
https://www.mykairos.org/docs/conference/2022/2022WorkshopDescriptions.pdf
https://www.mykairos.org/conference.html
https://www.mykairos.org/docs/conference/2022/2022AnnualConferenceRegistrationForm.pdf
https://www.mykairos.org/docs/conference/2022/2022AnnualConferenceRegistrationForm.pdf
https://www.mykairos.org/docs/conference/2022/2022PreliminarySchedule.pdf
https://www.mykairos.org/conference.html
mailto:andy@kpmi.org
https://www.mykairos.org/docs/conference/FAQs.pdf
https://www.mykairos.org/docs/conference/FAQs.pdf
https://www.mykairos.org/conference.html
https://twitter.com/kairosprisonmin
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Success from the Atlanta Metro 
Reentry Facility #1 Weekend 

The Kairos #1 Weekend at the Atlanta Metro Reentry Facility began under the 

leadership of Eddie Brown (Advisory Council Chair), Paul Bolden (Advisory 

Council Vice Chair) and Chaplain Tolbert who determined that the newly 

opened Metro Reentry facility needed a Kairos program and a Kairos 

Weekend.  

A team database of 83 individuals was gathered and with the assistance of 

Richard Fowler (Advisory Council Secretary), a team of 36 individuals was 

finalized that had 9 new members, thanks in part to Paul Bolden and Harry 

Booth (Advisory Council Agape Coordinator) and 27 individuals who were 

Kairos and prison ministry veterans. There were 7 clergy on the team. A truly 

excellent group of men with Big Hearts for God. The team had five (5) spirit 

filled Team Formation meetings from February through April. 

The number of Kairos #1 Weekend Participants that completed the Weekend 

totaled 41 men. The Weekend started out quietly as the participants 

evaluated what was unfolding, but as they understood the sincerity of the 

volunteers, they began to feel safe and participation increased. On Sunday, 

May 15 there was a very impactful closing ceremony, one that will be 

remembered by all participants for many years to come. In attendance were 

41 participants, 36 Kairos team members, 16 Kairos Inside Graduates, and 4 

Kairos Outside Guests. To get a feel for the impact of the Weekend, some of 

the feedback from participants is listed below.  

In what spiritual condition did you arrive when you came to Kairos? 

Empty, alone, doubtful, angry, broken, afraid, shameful, feelings of hate, 

anxious 

What did you find during Kairos? 

Peace, joy, happiness, laughter, patience, good food 

What are you taking with you when you return to the compound? 

Love, a new path, good energy, accountability, knowledge, agape, 

experience, new brotherhood, spiritual food 

Personal comments from Participants 

Helped me open up, learned to let go of anger, had a good cry for the first 

time in a long time, it had been a long time since I felt love, learned how to 

pray, agape letters changed my heart, learned how to pray, brought me 

closer to everyone on the inside 

How to Apply 

for Walmart 

Community 

Grants 

The Atlanta Metro RF 

Advisory Council was able 

to procure a $500 grant 

from their local Walmart 

store by creating an 

account through 

CyberGrants and then 

speaking with their local 

store manager to ensure 

the store’s support and 

approval of the online 

grant application.  

Visit the Cybergrants 

website to request a login 

through Kairos Prison 

Ministry. Once on the site 

locate Kairos by selecting 

the U.S. IRS and then type 

in “Kairos Prison 

Ministry” and choose 

Florida as the state and 

click search. Click “View” 

on the results and then 

“Request Access.” Once 

completed KPMI will 

review your request and 

help you get your grant 

started. 
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https://www.cybergrants.com/pls/cybergrants/ao_reg.register?x_gm_id=1&x_proposal_type_id=9019
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Use Amazon 
Smile When 
Shopping 

Online 

When doing your regular 

shopping on Amazon, use 

smile.amazon.com instead 

of the regular site and 

Amazon will donate 0.5% of 

your purchase price to 

Kairos. It is not an extra 

cost, you pay the same 

price and the donation is 

made by Amazon! The 

items and prices are all 

exactly the same as the 

regular Amazon site. Join 

the 1,000+ shoppers who 

have contributed over 

$2,000 over the past year to 

Kairos by selecting Kairos 

Prison Ministry 

International, Inc as your 

charity of choice, as every 

little bit adds up to 

thousands of dollars.  

 

Amazon Smile is also 

available on the Amazon 

app under Settings. 

Share with us your stories of blessings you have found in Kairos by emailing 

marketing@kpmi.org so we can share them with the Kairos Family. As you read the 

articles below you will see we have many blessings at Kairos – what’s yours? 

• Kairos was in attendance at the Arkansas 

Methodist Foundation Bishop’s Luncheon 

to spread the word of our ministry’s works 

to all those in attendance, and found a very 

receptive audience. 

• Wilder Torch in Tennessee has seen 

nothing but good from the beginning. We 

have seen blessing upon blessing. Our Advisory Council includes a former staff 

member of the Wilder Youth Detention Center with over 20 years of service. 

One of the Advisory Council leaders is a member of Braden United Methodist 

Church, which has already made a donation and members are stepping up to 

volunteer as well. What a mighty God we serve! The Principal of Wilder YDC has 

been a tremendous partner with Kairos, and we have already begun volunteer 

recruitment in preparation for a Spring 2023 Weekend. 

• Everyone involved in Kairos Prison Ministry at Angola is chomping at the bit to 

get into the swing of things at the Louisiana State Penitentiary at Angola, 

Louisiana. There have been a couple of Prayer and Share events lately as prison 

visitation reopens. Our Institutional Liaison asked permission of the 

administration and chaplain's office to send in some uplifting videos to show 

during Christian worship. We got together at different times on Zoom and 

members were able to be a part of a special gathering from their homes. The 

entire video was spliced together for a great show of love from Kairos team 

members. The chaplain's department played the video during church service. 

They remarked that it was just the uplift the men needed since they were 

missing Kairos as much as we were missing them. 

https://www.kairosprisonministry.org/find-the-blessing.php
mailto:marketing@kpmi.org
https://www.kairosprisonministry.org/find-the-blessing.php
https://www.kairosprisonministry.org/find-the-blessing.php
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/59-1970458
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/59-1970458


Kairos Obituaries 

Let us Pray for & Remember Those Who Have Been 
Called By God to Heaven 

To commemorate our Kairos Family members who have passed away, please 

visit the Kairos Obituaries page. 

If there is someone who has passed that should be recognized, please email 

their obituary to marketing@kpmi.org.  

 

 
 

Continuing Ministry Training  
Kairos now offers virtual Continuing Ministry Training to any Kairos Volunteer 

who is interested. Continuing Ministry is the heart of Kairos; the Weekends are 

important, but the introduction to Christianity is not likely to be sustained 

without reinforcement. With many locations still not able to hold Kairos 

Weekends, now is a great time to learn more about how you can continue 

serving.  

 

Click on the link of the date you would like to register for to be taken to the 

registration page for that training. All Kairos training courses and registration 

links are listed at www.mykairos.org/training.html. 

 

 Kairos Inside 

 Thu. June 9, 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

 Wed. Aug. 17, 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 
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Upcoming #1 
Kairos 

Weekend 

To further the reach of 

Kairos this year, God 

has blessed Kairos with 

a #1 Weekend 

scheduled for June 10 

at the Macon Youth 

Development Campus 

in Georgia.  

Last month we held 

successful #1 Kairos 

Weekends in Florida 

and Georgia, and are 

so excited to add a 

new Kairos Torch 

location, especially this 

female facility! 

God really has a plan 

for Kairos, that even 

through the stringent 

Covid protocols, if 

volunteers are 

committed there is 

nothing that can’t be 

done through God.  

Don’t wait for the 

restrictions to be lifted 

in your area to begin 

your preparation, be 

ready now for when 

the doors are opened! 

https://www.kairosprisonministry.org/obituaries.php
mailto:marketing@kpmi.org
https://www.mykairos.org/training.html
https://kpmi-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIldeuorT0qHtS6ksf-I4csy8jO1fxG15oB
https://kpmi-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUtcO-tqDwjEtXRjnBIWRqxxzG2KJwzcFF2
https://www.kairosprisonministry.org/obituaries.php
https://www.kairosprisonministry.org/obituaries.php


AKT Refresher Courses  
Kairos is currently offering Advanced Kairos Training Refresher 

Courses, with registration open now. These Zoom courses are for 

Weekend Leaders, Observing Leaders, and Advising Leaders who had 

already gone to AKT but their Weekends were cancelled due to 

COVID. These are not a replacement for AKT. If you have yet to 

attend an AKT, do not register for a refresher course and registration 

is required. Register soon to ensure your place in your preferred 

course by clicking on the course and submitting your registration 

information online. More AKT Refresher courses will be added if 

needed due to high demand. All Kairos training courses and 

registration links are listed at www.mykairos.org/training.html. 

All posted times are Eastern. 

Kairos Inside: 

Mon. June 13, 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

Tue. August 16, 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 
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Kairos Outside TV Interview 
Rosa Gilbert, a longtime volunteer of Kairos Outside Georgia was the 

featured guest recently on the weekly television program Ignite Into 

Your Purpose, where she spoke of her experiences with Kairos Outside, 

its importance, and used the appearance as a recruiting platform for 

both Guests and volunteers. Both of the interviewers had been Kairos 

Outside volunteers and one of the interviewers even agreed to serve 

on their upcoming Weekend beginning on September 30! Watch the 

25 minute segment of Ignite Into Your Purpose now! 

Join the 
Conversation 

with Kairos on 
Social Media  

Stay in-the know with 

updates, activities, 

testimonies, videos, 

events, and more on the 

Kairos Prison Ministry 

International Facebook 

page. 

The Kairos Facebook 

Group is a private page 

exclusively for Kairos 

Volunteers with over 

5,000 members. It is a 

safe place to ask 

questions about Kairos 

programs, volunteer 

opportunities, for advice, 

or to request prayer 

without the general 

public having access. Join 

the conversations within 

the group and invite your 

fellow Kairos Volunteers 

to join in as well. 

https://www.mykairos.org/training.html
https://kpmi-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIof--qpjopE9IOKfgK3bh1TTTKkFAHdnvD
https://kpmi-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUkcOqrrDwjHtJcxvu2x8np37MqHPHdH0Ye
http://www.prayervigils.net/
https://www.mykairos.org/training.html
https://media.preachthewordtv.com/show?vg=2cbbb4c621&vt=1&ch=e7cc19b168&ci=297
https://media.preachthewordtv.com/show?vg=2cbbb4c621&vt=1&ch=e7cc19b168&ci=297
https://www.facebook.com/kairosprisonministry
https://www.facebook.com/kairosprisonministry
https://www.facebook.com/kairosprisonministry
https://www.facebook.com/groups/KairosPrisonMinistryInternational
https://www.facebook.com/groups/KairosPrisonMinistryInternational
https://www.facebook.com/kairosprisonministry
https://media.preachthewordtv.com/show?vg=2cbbb4c621&vt=1&ch=e7cc19b168&ci=297
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Are You 72 ? 
Turning 72 

Soon? 

If you are age 72 or 

older, you are required 

by the IRS to take a 

required minimum 

distribution (RMD) from 

your IRA. Did you know 

you can donate all or 

part of your 

distribution directly to 

Kairos? 

By donating your RMD 

to Kairos, you will see 

your gift put to use 

immediately, making a 

difference in the lives of 

those impacted by 

incarceration and avoid 

paying income tax on 

your gift if it is sent 

directly to Kairos from 

your plan. 

To enable this giving 

opportunity, please 

contact your retirement 

plan administrator or 

Kairos at 

legacy@kpmi.org or by 

calling  

407-629-4948. 

Upcoming Kairos Weekends 
Slowly but surely more and more states are easing restrictions and 

allowing volunteers back into facilities. As such, there are Kairos 

Weekends on the calendar through the spring. Please pray for each 

Weekend and consider submitting agape. All Weekends can be found 

on the Kairos Kalendar. 

June 2 - Staton CF #37, AL - Agape Email staton.data@gmail.com 

June 2 - Lawton CF #7, OK - Agape Email alwayseddie@yahoo.com 

June 2 - Bledsoe County Women #7, TN - Agape Email 

bledsoekairoswomen@gmail.com 

June 3 - Amarillo Torch #10, TX - Agape Email 

michelle.whitaker@canyonisd.net 

June 9 - South Bay CF #38, FL - Agape Email fblack561@att.net 

June 9 - Allen/Oakwood CI #8 , OH - Agape Email 

hackworthduane@gmail.com 

June 10 - Macon YDC Torch #1, GA - Agape Email as4kairos@gmail.com 

June 10 - Kairos Outside East WI #5 - Agape Email 

whitneyjrkilpatrick@gmail.com  

June 16 - Montford Unit #43, TX - Agape Email harry.wise62@gmail.com 

June 17 - Kairos Outside South Coast #4, Aus - Agape Email 

kowsouthcoast@kairos.org.au 

June 21 - Mobilong Prison #30, Aus - Agape Email 

KairosMobilongLeader@gmail.com 

June 21 - La Modelo Prison #31, Nic - Agape Email daguilar18@yahoo.es  

June 23 - Edinburgh CF #10, IN - Agape Email neesonwth@aol.com 

mailto:legacy@kpmi.org
https://www.mykairos.org/kalendar.html
https://www.mykairos.org/kalendar.html
mailto:staton.data@gmail.com
mailto:alwayseddie@yahoo.com
mailto:bledsoekairoswomen@gmail.com
mailto:michelle.whitaker@canyonisd.net
mailto:fblack561@att.net
mailto:hackworthduane@gmail.com
mailto:as4kairos@gmail.com
mailto:whitneyjrkilpatrick@gmail.com
mailto:harry.wise62@gmail.com
mailto:kowsouthcoast@kairos.org.au
mailto:KairosMobilongLeader@gmail.com
mailto:daguilar18@yahoo.es
mailto:neesonwth@aol.com
http://www.kairoslegacy.org/


Contact Kairos 

To submit stories and 

photos or to  

contact Kairos leadership 

and staff: 

Call:  

407-629-4948     

Email: 

marketing@kpmi.org 

Visit us online: 

kairosprisonministry.org 

100 DeBary Plantation 

Blvd. 

DeBary, FL 32713 

 

To access a wealth of 

information, tools, 

videos, forms, prior 

editions of our 

newsletters, and more, 

visit www.mykairos.org, 

the Kairos website 

designed specifically for 

Kairos Volunteers. 

 
Kairos Facebook 

Group 

Many items of interest such 

as upcoming Weekends, 

prayer requests, and 

inspirational stories are 

shared in our Kairos 

Facebook group. Request to 

be added, at  

www.facebook.com/

groups/

KairosPrisonMinistryInterna

tional. 

Advanced Kairos Training 
Dates & Registration 
All Advanced Kairos Trainings are finalized and registration is now done 

exclusively online. To register for an AKT, visit the AKT Registration page 

on KairosMessenger. 

• AKT Huntsville, TX: June 3-5 (Kairos Inside & Kairos Outside) 

• AKT Raleigh, NC: July 8-10 (Kairos Inside & Kairos Outside) 

• AKT Jacksonville, FL: August 19-21 (Kairos Inside,  

 Kairos Outside & Kairos Torch) 

• AKT Indianapolis, IN: October 7-9 (Kairos Inside) 

• AKT Columbus, OH: October 21-23 (Kairos Inside) 

• AKT Waxahachie, TX: November 11-13 (Kairos Inside,  

 Kairos Outside, & Kairos Torch) 

 

Raise Funds with Facebook 

Fundraisers 
Take this time to 

easily raise funds for 

your Advisory Council 

so it is fully funded for 

when its Kairos 

Weekends are held. 

One simple way to do 

this is to setup a Facebook Fundraiser and invite your friends 

and family to contribute to our ministry. Unlike most online 

donation sites, Facebook doesn’t take out any fees, so 100% 

of your donation goes to Kairos. Assistance in setting up your 

Facebook Fundraiser is available on MyKairos. 

P.S. Ensure the Name of your Advisory Council or State are in 

the title of your Facebook Fundraiser. 
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